
City of Elk Run Heights 
Regular Council Meeting  

November 10, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. 
 
 

Mayor Lundy called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll 
call of Council Members: Present –Wilson, Bass, Sallis, Smock, and Ratchford. Quorum present.  
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve of the November 10, 2020 Agenda. Ayes-Five. Motion Carried. 
 
Ratchford/Sallis to approve of Consent Agenda - All items listed on the consent agenda will be 
enacted by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion unless a request is made prior to the 
time the council votes on the motion. a. Approve the October 13, 2 020 regular meeting minutes and 
October 22, 2020 special meeting minutes b. City Clerk’s Reports as of October 31, 2020: Budget 
Report, Treasurer’s Report, Fund Report, Revenue and Expenditure Reports and Investment Report.  
c. Approval of Building Inspection, PeopleService Sewer/Water and Police reports d. Approval of 
updated Maintenance, City Clerk, and Deputy Clerk job descriptions. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.  
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve Resolution Calendar – All items listed under the Resolution Calendar will 
be enacted by one vote. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless a request is made 
prior to the time Council votes on the motion. a. Resolution 3035 authorizing the payment of bills 
and transfers b. Resolution 3036 approving amended 28E agreement with the City of Raymond for 
Wastewater Services c. Resolution 3037 approving the destruction of documents according to State 
of Iowa Code 372.13(5) d. Resolution 3038 approving request for reimbursement from the Iowa 
Covid-19 Government Relief Fund e. Resolution 3039 authorizing the City Clerk to sign a 
memorandum of understanding with Iowa Department of Administrative Services for the Offset 
Program which allows the City to file for unpaid water bills. City Clerk Eastman explained this 
program allows the city to go after residents that move out without paying their final bill. Roll call 
vote: Ayes-Five.  
 
Smock/Ratchford to approve Resolution 3040 approving the FY20 Urban Renewal Report. Roll call 
vote: Ayes-Five. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve Resolution 3041 approving the FY22 TIF Certification to Black Hawk 
County. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five. 
 
Ratchford/Smock to approve FY20 Annual Finance Report. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Wilson/Ratchford to open public hearing at 7:06 p.m. for the City of Elk Run Heights to show intent to sell 
the property of 100 Toneff Drive. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. Proof of publication is on file and no public 
comments were received. Ratchford/Bass to close public hearing at 7:06 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.  
 
Ratchford/Smock to enter into closed session to discuss the receipt of bids for 100 Toneff Drive pursuant to 
Chapter 21.5 (1) (j) of the Iowa code:  To discuss the purchase or sale of particular real estate only where 
premature disclosure could be reasonably expected to increase the price the governmental body would have 
to pay for that property or reduce the price the governmental body would receive for that property at 7:07 
p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. Ratchford/Bass to close out of closed session at 7:14 p.m. Ayes-Five. 
Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve Resolution 3042 approving the disposal of and the signing of contract 
to dispose of 100 Toneff Drive. Selling the property for $43,500.00 to Ronald Dillavou and Brandon 
Kotz. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.  
 



Discussion/Possible Action: Rates for extraterritorial service. Council discussed the options of 
charging sewer utility services to the outside area the same as the residents or if there should be an 
additional amount added for providing the sewer service. Council agreed to only charge them what 
the residents are charged at $64.00 per quarter plus the capital project fee of $50.00  
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve Resolution 3043 approving the contract to provide extra territorial sewer 
utility services. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.  
 
Discussion: Ordinance 268 an ordinance amending the code of ordinances of the city of Elk Run 
Heights, Iowa, by amending provisions pertaining to title 10 Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 10.04 
Traffic Code, Article IX. Parking, Section 10.04.440 Residential Parking. City Attorney Prendergast 
explained that she changed quite a bit of things to simplify. Upon review it was brought up that there 
may be a loophole within the exceptions due to the wording in section 8, temporary parking. 
Prendergast agreed and will revise and send updated copy to the Clerk so it can be added to the 
agenda for December.  
 
Smock/Ratchford to approve canceling the 2nd and 3rd reading of Ordinance 268 an ordinance 
amending the code of ordinances of the city of Elk Run Heights, Iowa, by amending provisions 
pertaining to title 10 Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 10.04 Traffic Code, Article IX. Parking, Section 
10.04.440 Residential Parking. Roll call vote: Ayes-Four. Nays-Bass.  
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve discussion/Possible action: Community Room refunds for cancelations 
due to Covid-19. Council agreed to give full refunds for reservations canceled at any time for 
COVID-19 reasons. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Discussion/Possible action: Possible implementation of contract and new pay schedule for Building 
Inspector position. Council reviewed the contract and agreed there were a few areas that need some 
updating. City Clerk Eastman indicated this was a very rough draft and would apply the changes 
discussed and bring back to council next month. 
 
Discussion: Future position for additional maintenance position. Council agreed they would like to 
see whoever receives this position have additional rolls and responsibilities. Council would like to 
see that position encompass building inspector responsibilities along with possibly code enforcement 
then we would not have to pay out for those additional fees. Councilor Ratchford stated he would 
like to have this person on potentially for at least a year working with the current maintenance 
worker to help learn all that is involved with the maintenance functions before Tom retires. Mayor 
Lundy stated Tom may not be retiring for three or four years so this may be premature. It was also 
discussed having a permanent part time employee on at some point as well. 
 
Discussion: Potential funding for Black Hawk County road project on Gilbertville Road that was 
completed this summer. Recapping, there were repairs done by Black Hawk County to the shoulder 
of Gilbertville Road this summer without Elk Run Heights Council approval in an amount of  City 
Clerk Eastman went over the fund balances in the Road Use and Local Option Sales Tax funds. 
There was $50,000 budgeted for the Road Use fund. So far this year there has been roughly $21,000 
spent from that $50,000. Additionally, there was $140,000 budgeted out of LOST for projects 
unrelated. Thus, stating we do not have funds this Fiscal year to make a payment. City Attorney 
Prendergast recommended setting up payments.  It was agreed to add this to the budget discussion 
list and make a plan at a later date. 
 
Public discussion: Non-agenda items: Resident Thomas Storm stated when Jackie Avenue was 
overlayed several years ago his driveway and yard have become a runoff after it rains. This is leaving 
sand and mud in his yard, driveway and all the way into his garage. Mayor Lundy mentioned it is 
unfortunate that his house is located at the bottom of a hill. City Attorney Prendergast recommended 
the resident to take pictures and even videos and they will provide that information to the City 



Engineer Mike Dryden. Prendergast stated she did not want the Council to commit to anything, but 
by providing Dryden the information and pictures we can go forward with his recommendations from 
there. Storm then stated he is disgusted with the City telling him he cannot park in his front yard. 
Councilor Bass agreed.  Councilor Smock mentioned that all city’s have rules the residents must 
follow and Elk Run is no different. Gabby Mitchel approached Council in an effort to slow traffic on 
the curve on Shirley Avenue. Council discussed some options to help with the issue. City Clerk 
Eastman stated she would look into the cost of temporary speed bumps that can be removed in the 
winters, also she will be looking at digital signs.  
 
Mayors/Council/Engineer Reports: None 

 
Ratchford/Bass to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
 

Attest: 
 

 
__________________________________   ______________________________ 
Kristi Lundy, Mayor      Julie Eastman, City Clerk 

 


