
City of Elk Run Heights 
Regular Council Meeting  
April 14, 2020 - 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
The regular council meeting of the Elk Run Heights City Council was held April 14, 2020.   In order to 
help stop the spread of the COVID-19 virus, this special meeting of the Elk Run Heights City Council 
was held electronically.  Chapter 21.8 of the Iowa Code does permit an electronic meeting where all 
members participate remotely when an in-person meeting is impossible or impractical, which is certainly 
true during this crisis.  On March 19, 2020, Governor Reynolds issued a Proclamation of Disaster 
Emergency which included a suspension of Iowa laws that would prevent the use of electronic meetings 
or the limitation on the number of people present at an in-person meeting site.  Therefore, only City Clerk 
Julie Eastman was present at Elk Run Heights city hall at 5042 Lafayette Road. 
 
Mayor Lundy called the meeting to order at 6:07 pm. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll 
call of Council Members: Present –Sallis, Smock, Ratchford, Wilson and Bass. Quorum present.  
 
Ratchford/Bass motion to approve the April 14, 2020 Agenda. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Wilson/ Ratchford to approve the following items on the April 14, 2020 consent agenda a. 
Approve the March 10, 2020 meeting minutes b. City Clerk’s Reports as of March 31, 2020: 
Budget Report, Treasurer’s Report, Fund Report, Revenue and Expenditure Reports and 
Investment Report c. Approval of Building Inspection, Library and Police Department reports. d. 
Liquor License Renewal: i. Casey’s General Store #3041 – LE0003086 – Effective 05/31/2020. 
Ayes-five. Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Smock to approve resolution 3006 authorizing the payment of bills and transfers. Roll 
call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Ratchford/Smock to open public hearing for the disposal of Lot 1 of the Elk Run Third Addition 
at 6:07 p.m. Ayes-five. Motion carried. Councilor Ratchford asked for clarification on the 
location and terms of the sale. City attorney Heather Prendergast explained this is the lot we 
discussed over the last few months and made amendments to the covenants and restrictions 
regarding parking an RV on the side of the property. Prendergast also explained this is going to 
be closing in July. Wilson/Ratchford to close public hearing at 6:09 p.m. Ayes-five. Motion 
carried. 
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve resolution 3007 approving the sale of lot 1 of the Elk Run Third 
Addition to Dave King in the amount of $15,000. City attorney Heather Prendergast asked City 
Clerk Eastman if we have a signed copy of the purchase agreement. Eastman stated she did not. 
Mayor Lundy said she had initialed the counteroffer and gave it to Realtor Emily O’Connell, but 
she does not have an original copy either. Prendergast directed to get a copy for our records right 
away. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Discussion/Possible Action: Covid-19. City Clerk Eastman explained that City Hall has been 
open but closed to the public. City Clerk and Deputy Clerk hours have been cut due to the office 
being slower and due family being home from the pandemic. Mayor Lundy stated her goal is to 
keep City Hall open during this time. No action taken 
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve resolution 3008 approving the adoption of the Infectious Disease 
Action Plan Policy. City attorney Heather Prendergast explained she has provided all the City’s 
she is working with to adopt this policy. It outlines exactly what the federal sick leave and family 
medical leave updates are as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak. The policy lays out all the 
guidelines in the event an employee needs to take leave for themselves or to care for a family 
member. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 



 
Smock/Sallis to approve request to enter into agreement with Calhoun-Burns and Associates, Inc. 
to perform the 2020 Bridge Inspection and Rating and for the Mayor to sign said contract on 
behalf of the City.  Councilor Ratchford questioned if Evansdale should be responsible to pay for 
40% of the cost of the inspection. City engineer Mike Dryden stated it should be outlined in the 
28E agreement. City Clerk Eastman will look into the agreement and proceed from there. Roll 
call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve request from PeopleService to replace fire hydrant at 114 Elk Run 
Street. Jordan Cooper, Wastewater and Water Operator with PeopleService explained there is a 
hydrant that is over 60 years old and is leaking. Additionally, there is no isolation valve. Cooper 
recommends replacing the hydrant rather than repairs due to the age of the hydrant. Mayor Lundy 
asked if most of the hydrants in the City will be in the same shape. Cooper explained that might 
be the case, but he will know more in the coming months as he continues testing. Councilor 
Ratchford brought up that he has been in contact with the homeowners at 711 Gilbertville Rd. and 
they are needing to do some work on their plumbing but have been told there is not shut off valve 
for their property. Cooper explained he has spoken to the homeowner as well as with the Public 
Works Director Thomas James and there is an issue locating the valve. They will be going to the 
residence soon and continue to attempt to locate the valve. Ayes-five. Motion carried. 
 
Bass/Ratchford to approve request from PeopleService to have MidAmerican Energy install 
approximately 160’ of 1” PLS gas line to serve new generator being installed at the Sutton 
Avenue lift station in an amount not to exceed $902.58 and allow Mayor to sign said application. 
Jordan Cooper with PeopleService explained this is in conjunction with the agenda item from last 
month regarding the Sutton Ave. generator; this fee is to run the natural gas line to fuel the 
generator. Ayes-five. Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve request from Ryan D. Brennan, P.E. Black Hawk County Assistant 
County Engineer requesting to utilize Independence Ave to Elk Run Road to Dubuque Road as a 
detour while replacing a culvert of Canfield Road south of Independence Ave. Ayes-five. Motion 
carried. 
 
Ratchford/Smock to approve ordinance 264 repealing parts of Title 6 Animals Chapter 6.04 
Animal Control Regulations by adopting the City of Evansdale’s Animal Control Chapter 55. 
Roll call vote: Ayes-five. Wilson/Bass to approve motion to suspend requirements for two (2) 
subsequent readings and adopt Ordinance 264. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Ratchford/Bass to approve ordinance 265 updating municipal infraction fees. Roll call vote: 
Ayes-five. Ratchford/Sallis to approve motion to suspend requirements for two (2) subsequent 
readings and adopt Ordinance 265. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. Mayor Lundy commented this raises 
the municipal infraction first offense from $100 up to $750 and the second offense to $1,000.  
 
Discussion/Possible action: reimbursement of cost of prescription safety glasses. Council 
discussed some of the options other City’s follow for this. Councilor Ratchford asked if Tom is 
required by OSHA to wear prescription safety glasses. Mayor Lundy responded he is only 
required to have safety googles over his normal eyewear which the city provides. The employee 
was previously reimbursed however, the city does not have a policy for this. It was agreed to do a 
resolution at the next meeting to update the personnel policy to state the City will reimburse up to 
$200.00 biannually. 
 
Mayors/Council/Engineer Reports. Councilor Ratchford asked for an update on the situation at 
100 High Street.  City attorney Heather Prendergast explained we are working on the getting 
information from the Department of Motor Vehicles defining is he is exempt from the junk and 
junk vehicles ordinance. She explained we would not want to cite him for something that is not 
accurate, so she will update City Clerk Eastman when she hears back. Mayor Lundy stated he is 



in violation of the junk ordinance and the zoning ordinance. Council continued to discuss the 
options of action; it was decided to send a letter to abate giving them 2 weeks to come into 
compliance. Ratchford asked for an update on 100 Toneff Drive. Prendergast informed council 
the 657A is in progress. City Engineer Mike Dryden communicated that the DOT is requiring an 
archeological testing and he has gotten 3 proposals. He continued to explain that pricing 
differences. Council agreed to use Wapsie Valley Archeology in the amount of $6,334.79 
Anamosa Iowa who was the lowest bidder. Ratchford asked if this is a separate cost being added 
to the total cost of the project. Mayor Lundy asked if it can be paid for with the grant. Dryden 
stated he would contact the DOT to verify if it could be paid out of the grant funds. Councilor 
Smock asked Eastman if the City is still receiving a recycling reimbursement. Mayor Lundy 
responded that we are still receiving this reimbursement from Black Hawk County Solid Waste 
Management Commission. Smock then asked Eastman if she would be able to get the expenses 
for the year and compare to be sure we aren’t losing funds by the city providing recycling.  
 
Ratchford/Smock motion to adjourn at 6:53 p.m. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.   
 
 
 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 
Kristi Lundy, Mayor     Julie Eastman, City Clerk 


