
City of Elk Run Heights 
Regular Council Meeting 

Eddis Winstead Council Chambers 
January 14, 2020 6:00 p.m. 

 
 
Mayor Lundy called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Roll call of 
Council Members: Present – Sallis, Smock, Ratchford, Wilson, and Bass. Quorum present.  
 
Ratchford/Smock motion to approve the January 14, 2020 Agenda. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Schellhorn to approve the following items on the January 14, 2020 consent agenda a. 
Approve the December 10, 2019 regular meeting minutes as amended b. City Clerk’s Reports as of 
December 31, 2019: Budget Report, Treasurer’s Report, Fund Report, Revenue and Expenditure 
Reports and Investment Report c. Approval of Building Inspection, Library and Police Department 
reports. Roll call vote: Ayes-Five.  
 
 Ratchford/Wilson to approve resolution 2984 authorizing the payment of bills and transfer. Roll call vote: 
Ayes-Five. 
 
Wilson/Ratchford to approve the appointment of Lisa Smock as Mayor Pro Tem. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Wilson/Smock to approve the appointment of Julie Eastman as City Clerk. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Bass/Smock to approve the appointment of Paul Wurtz to the Planning and Zoning Board. Ayes-two. Nays-
Wilson, Sallis, Ratchford. Motion failed. 
 
Smock/Ratchford to table resolution 2985 approving amended Elk Run Third Addition Covenants and 
Restrictions. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve resolution 2986 approving signatories at First Security Bank. Roll call vote: 
Ayes-five. 
 
Smock/Wilson to approve resolution 2987 adopting final assessment schedule for the City’s Gilbertville Road 
water main improvements from Plaza Drive to Young Road project and amending, confirming and levying the 
assessments. City Engineer Mike Dryden explained we have the final assessment scheduled and the resolution 
complete and it is a little less than expected. Councilor Ratchford asked if Road Ranger had previously stated 
they would contribute up to $25,000. Dryden responded yes. Council Wilson asked if Road Ranger had stated 
they would write a check upfront. Dryden responded that would be his expectation and explained there will be 
a process to get the final assessments filed with Black Hawk County. Dryden explained that the assessments 
will be collected over a 10-year span and there will be a 3% interest rate added to the claim portion. Roll call 
vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Ratchford/Wilson to approve resolution 2988 setting the date of Public Hearing for maximum property tax 
levy rate for February 11, 2020. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Wilson/Ratchford to approve resolution 2989 authorizing City Attorney to proceed with Chapter 657A 
proceedings against real estate property located at 100 Toneff Drive, Elk Run Heights, Black Hawk County, 
Iowa. Roll call vote: Ayes-five. 
 
Discussion/Possible action: Drilling lines to the wastewater plant for internet access in an amount not to 
exceed $3,200. Mayor Lundy explained the City had tried to get Mediacom to put the lines in at no cost, but it 
was to no avail. Councilor Wilson questioned if the cost would be split with Raymond. City Clerk Eastman 



confirmed it would be a split. There were questions on how the plant was obtaining internet access now. 
Eastman explained there is a hotspot through TMobile, but with the new plant being put in, it would be 
required to have these lines to run the controls. Councilor Bass asked why we need to do this now if we are 2 
years away from having the new plant. Lundy stated PeopleService needs it out there and they will be 
maintaining that monthly bill thereafter. Wilson/Ratchford motion to approve conditioned on there being no 
additional charges for the lines when the new plant goes live. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Smock to approve request from City Clerk to change regular meetings to 6:00 p.m. Ayes-
Five. Motion carried. 
 
Mayors/Council/Engineer Reports: Councilor Bass asked when the stop light on Dubuque Road will 
be fixed. Mayor Lundy stated we received a quote from the City of Waterloo, and it is going to cost in 
the $20,000 range and the people who hit it do not have insurance. City Attorney Prendergast 
suggested we make a claim with our insurance company. Councilor Ratchford questioned why it was 
$13,000 the last time it was hit and fixed. City Clerk Eastman explained the camera was destroyed in 
this incident. Councilor Smock stated she saw on the reports that there are 11 CD’s maturing this 
fiscal year and would like to see if there is a more effective way to invest those funds rather than 
letting them roll over. She said that she would talk to her investor and see what they suggest. Lundy 
added that the vehicle replacement CD’s that are maturing can be used to pay for the tractor that was 
bought out of the park’s fund. Lundy asked Smock for an update on the park meeting they recently 
held. Smock stated they talked about different grants and approved the flyer for donation requests and 
will send a copy to the council members. Lundy stated she had met with City of Evansdale, Mayor 
Beatty, and it had been stated the fencing was going to cost $40,000. Smock responded they met with 
the architects and they will be getting new numbers because the park was going to be down sized. 
Smock also mentioned there will be Park Committee meeting on January 27, 2020 at 6:00 at City Hall. 
Councilor Bass asked how things were working out with PeopleService so far. Lundy stated good. 
City Clerk Eastman feels things were going very well and they are getting closer to having someone 
hired for our City.  
 
Ratchford/Bass motion at 6:40 p.m. to take a break while waiting for City Engineer Mike Dryden. 
Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
 
Ratchford/Smock motion at 6:45 p.m. to enter back into meeting. Ayes-Five. Motion carried. 
Mayor Lundy asked City Engineer Mike Dryden for an update on the trail project. Dryden responded 
they have completed the survey’s and the trails are horizontally laid out, they are in the process of 
filing the elevations which will allow them to do the bridge, the wetlands were completed before 
Christmas, and he is anticipating the borings soon. Councilor Smock stated at the Park Committee 
Meeting it was discussed to make the dog park smaller thus changing the layout of the trail. Dryden 
pointed out that the biggest thing on that side of the park is getting the elevations correct to get the 
trail up to Lafayette Road, which is the most difficult part. Councilor Bass stated he had been 
contacted by a resident on Marie Avenue stating they had low water pressure. Lundy responded we 
will have PeopleService contact them. Lundy asked Police Chief Dean about a vehicle that was called 
in. Dean got the details and will look into it. 
 
Bass/Ratchford motion to adjourn at 6:56. Ayes-Five. Motion carried.   
 
 

Attest: 
 

__________________________________  ______________________________ 
Kristi Lundy, Mayor     Julie Eastman, City Clerk 
 


